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Christmas Day  

December 25, 2020 

 

Jesus Comes: God in Our World. 

 
 

Prelude Sing with Joy, Glad Voices Lift  

Adult Choir setting by S. Drummond Wolff 

 

 Sing wih joy, glad voices lift, honor God, the highest gift. 

 Who such wondrous deeds performs, who sent his own beloved Son to save us, 

 Everlasting life through him he gave us. 

 Truly, truly! God was born of lowly maid. 

 Out of his great love the Father willed it. 

 On this day did he appear, Christ Jesus dear, Immanuel, 

 Brings to us salvation, saves from death and hell. 

 

 See how angels in the sky God in heaven glorify, 

 Sing as they the glad refrain of peace on earth, good will to men and blessings, 

 Exultation in the song expressing. 

 Truly, truly! So bless we the Christ Child then, 

 Join their chorus, sing again with gladness: 

 Glory be to God on high, on earth be peace, to men goodwill. 

 Joy and wonder evermore each heart may fill.  

 

Opening Hymn  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 61 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

M: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

  Psalm 95:1 

 

C: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 

above the heavens. Psalm 8:1 
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M: “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, 

a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be 

saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD our 

Righteousness.” Jeremiah 23:5, 6 

 

C: Prepare the way for the LORD, make straight paths for him. Isaiah 40:3 

 

M: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 

the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10 

 

C: Let the name of the LORD be praised both now and forevermore. Psalm 113:2 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old 

bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

Lesson Hebrews 1:1-9 

 

Although Jesus is superior to the angels, he comes in lowliness to our world. 

  

 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the 

name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 “You are my Son;  

  today I have become your Father”? 

Or again, 

 “I will be his Father,  

  and he will be my Son”? 

And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 

 “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

In speaking of the angels he says, 

 “He makes his angels winds,  

  his servants flames of fire.” 

But about the Son he says, 

 “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 

  and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

  therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions  

  by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version) 

 

Luke tells of Jesus’ coming to our world. 

  

 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all 

went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with 

Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 

him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

  

 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 

to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 

Lord hath made known unto us.” 

 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when 

they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And 

all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all 

these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

  



pg. 7 

 

Anthem  Away in a Manger 

Adult Choir arranged by William Braun 

 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and take us to heaven to live with thee there. 

 

Hymn of the Day Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (stanzas 1-3) 

Christian Worship 54 
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Sermon Luke 2:13, 14 

 

Christmas is the Gift of Peace 

 

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

   and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

 

Please stand 

 

Response to the Word Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (stanza 4) 

Christian Worship 54 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church for Christmas 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has 

been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son to 

be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!  
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M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our salvation! 

Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a 

manger. 

 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 

Savior. 

 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that 

Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the 

good news of the birth of the Savior, born for all the world, may we also make use of the 

unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard 

concerning this child. 

 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 

 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you today and every 

day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

M: Holy and eternal Word of God, through the mystery of your incarnation you became fully 

human. We marvel with the shepherds at the miracle of your birth. Work in the hearts of your 

faithful people that the good news of salvation revealed through you, the Word made flesh, 

might be spread in all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Joy to the World 

Christian Worship 62 

 
Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ (8:30 & 9:45 a.m.) 

 Pastor Kyle Bitter, organ (11:00 a.m.) 

 Hannah Braun & Abby Peterson, violin 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 26 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, December 27 Worship 

 8:00 (broadcast online) & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship 

 5:30 (broadcast online) & 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, January 2 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, January 3 Worship 

 8:00 (broadcast online) & 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


